°I0/EER RESCUES

Arza brastus Hinckley was a member of the ilormon pattalion and was gquite skilled
in handling horses and mules. For a number of years he was rrigham Young's
personal teamster. This led to his participation in the timely rescue of three
picneer companies bound for Utah who had gotten into difficulties from which they
could not extricate themselves without help.

In 1856, there began the daring experiment of sending !lormon emigrants to the Salt
Lake Valley 1n nandcart companies instead of covered wagon trains. This meant
traveling on foot through Indian country pulling wooden handcarts carrying a bag-
gage allowance of seventeen pounds of personal belongings per person, following
wagon trails, a distance of about 1300 miles from the railroad terminus at lowa
City, Iowa, through lebraska, Wyoming, and the mountains of eastern Utah. The

first handcart company under Edmurd Ellsworth was beset by delays from handcart
breskdowns, fatigue, and otner causes ana ran very low on food many days short of
their goal. A relief party, including arza Hinckley, age 30, went out from Salt
Lzke City and met them on August 3lst at a place called Deer Creek. Arza's account
stated briefly and modestly, "I went out and met the first handcart company 400
miles and traveled in with them." Jsccording to the accounts of others, ne often
took tne places of tired and elderly handcart people and helped pull their handcarts
wniie they drove nis team. They reached the Valley veptember 26th. In the handcart
compary ty coincidence was 1l8-year-old David Bowen from Wales. nNeilther of these men

ever mentioned the other in their sparse accounts, but 47 years later David's middle
son, rrank, would marry Arza's youngest daughter, iinnie. They were my father and
mother.

About two weeks after arza's return to Salt Lake City with the first handcart com-
pany, word reached Srigham Young that two handcart companies under J. G. Willie and
Eoward siartin had made a very late start across the plains in the latter half of
August and because of costly delays and being slowed down, were in desperate
plight, trapved in the deeo snows and blizzards of an unusually early Wyoming

ter. Church leaders were unaware that there ‘'were any handcart companies on the
1l that late. The next day, a hurriedly organized company of relief wagons was
+ out and in due time rescued the willie company after over 50 had died from
ng and starvation. But no one knew how far back the Martin company was. A
group of wagons pushed further out on the trail another hundred miles in bitter
winter conditions, trying in vain to find the iartin company. In the meantime,
Srigham Young, who started out to follow whe relief train a few days later with
Arza Hinckley as nis driver, became ill and was forced to return to Salt Lake.
After a few more days, Arza and his friend, Dan Johnson, started out from Salt Lake
with two wagons loaded witn more relief supplies. heaching Fort bridger in a rag-
ing blizzard, they were delayed a few days waiting out the blizzard, then moved on.
Two days later they met two companies of wagons returning to Salt Lske after having
given up the search for the iartin company, which they concluded had either gone
into a winter camp or had perished. Among them was Ephraim Hanks, a iformon Battal-
ion chum of Arza's. Arza persuaded them to make camp nearby and wait while he went
on to £ind the handcarts. YWhen asked why he thought he could find the carts when
v hedn't been atle to, he replied, "origham Young sent me out to find the hand-
t solks and I will find them or give my life trying to find them.™

Hoh

dream and decided to follow them. Arza was very pleased when zphraim

nt up with them and it was decided that Dan should take his tired mules (which
wed to krizham Young) back to Fort sridger and Ephraim would hitch his horses
. to Lan's wegon. arza and Zphraim pushed on and on and one afternoon stopped to
rest arza's mules while Epnraim took his horses and went buffalo hunting to have

er Arza aad Dan moved on, Ephraim Hanks became troubled in his mind about an



mz2 meat for the handeart people. After hunting a long time he killed a buffalo
We <Zy the time he had sxinned it and cut the me&t off the bones and loaded his
acie horse, 1t was quite dark. be haprened to notice a light twinkle in the dis-
tance to the east and then another. As he rode toward them more lights appeared and
fie soon realized he had found the riartin handcart company. They wept with joy on be-
ingz found. Jieaving the buffalo meat with them and promising to return next day

+ -

who by then was fearful tnat Zphraim had tecome lost, but who was elated

ood news. Lariy next morning they drove to the harndcart camp and unloaded
cons for some very thankful people. This was at Ice Springs on the Sweet-
{iver, trereafter known as ilartin's Cove.

The plight cf the rartin company was pitiful beyond belief -- much worse than the
Willie company. Expecting to replenish their food supplies at rfort Laramie, they
found none because no one expected any more people would be crossing the plains so
late in the year. Their flour ration had teen cut to only four ounces per person
per day -- not enough to make bread so they simply imixed it with water and drank
it. They had nothing else. Children had been eating bark off the willows. Hany
were sick from starvation, freezing, and utter exhaustion. in sub-freezing weather,
some days they couldn't drive their tent stakes into the frozen ground nor dig
graves to tury the dead. There were deaths every day. irom the day the company was
found, Arza and Epnraim spent much of their time administering to the sick. After
a few days rest to regain strength, they resumed travel on Lovember ninth and ar-
rived in the Szlt Lake Valley November 30th. The death toll was about 150 out of
576 souls. OUne of the survivors, when he occasionally met Arza thereafter, would
put his erms around him and call him, "my saviour."

Ten years later, in late July of 1866, Arza again went out across the plains as
captain of a relief wagon train to meet and assist the westward traveling Hormon
wégon trains which had some of their cattle stolen by Indians. Jne such train was
the William Henry Chipman comparny. Wwhen they were zbout 382 miles from Salt lLake,
indicns stempeded their cattle snd they lost 100 of their strongest oxen and sev-
eral riding horses. Thus weakened, their progress became dangerously slow and
their food supplies were soon exhasusted. This company included ten-year-old
crigham Henry Roberts and his older sister Polly. The biography of b. H. Roberts
says that for several days "food for the 375 emigrants consisted of whatever the
camp hunters with their diminishing energies could provide, such as sage hens,
raboits, mountain heres, and once in a while an antelope. As the daily diet
diminished and more and more snowflskes brushed their cneeks like the kiss of
death, the veterans were forewarned (that they) were in danper of starvation on the
pleins." Un September third, "a day that seemed bleak and. hostile," Arza's relief
train found them just in time to rescue them from absolute starvation. "This was
near the sig Sandy Hiver, about 196 miles from Sslt Lake Valley. The forty sacks
of tflour out of Arza's wagons were bestowed like heavenly manna on the company."
I'ne biographer further reclates that on that day a "surging gratitude" filled young
Brigham nenry Roverts which, as he grew older, gave rise to a lifelong dream that
someday ®a writer of insight and skill could pull into sacrosanct imagery the
stories of men like Hinckley who patrolled (hundreds of miles of lonely emigrant
w&gon trails at considerable personal risk), often with no recompense except peace
of conscience.® Hever, he relt,"did these Saints of the saddle receive their just
due 1in the chronicles of the plains."

Tnere is no way of estimsting the nuniter or lives s&véd oy Arza E. ninckley's
unflagoing efforts on his relief and rescue trips out on the emigrant trails of
 Wyoming and beyond, but he was a man for the times and filled a useful niche in the
saga of the rlormon pioneers.
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